UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Sept 2 Bartram Academy
Open House, 6:30 p.m.

Sept 18 Creekside Acad-
emy Open House, 6: 30
p-m.

Sept 19 Academy Mini
Grants Due, 5:00 p.m.

Sept. 22 College and
Career Night at Bartram

Trail, 6:30 p.m.

Oct 2 PMHS VyStar
Grand Opening

Nov 8-10 NCAC Confer-
ence in Jacksonville

January 27 High School
Showcase @ WGV
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VyStar Opens 2nd School Branch

VyStar Credit Union is ex-
panding their school-based
branches into Pedro Menendez.
In 2007, VyStar invested over
$100,000 at Bartram Trail
High School to open their first
student-run credit union. The
“Bear Branch” became the
crown jewel of the VyStar
Academy of Business and Fi-
nance. Bartram students and
staff were able to utilize the
credit union during schools
hours for deposits and with-
drawals and all of their bank-
ing needs. The success of the
Bartram Trail branch prompted
VyStar to open another branch
at PMHS.

Tweny-four students were se-
lected from Bartram Trail and
Pedro Menendez high schools’
business and finance acad-
emies to complete a 10-week

summer training program.
Academy students spent time
at the VyStar corporate head-
quarters learning company
policy and procedures, ethics

Pedro Menendez VyStar

Academy of Business and
Finance students and
teachers

and corporate values. Once
completed, the students were
then placed in several
branches throughout the re-
gion including the Julington

Creek, Mandarin and St.
Augustine locations to gain
the practical hands-on train-
ing.

The Bartram “Bear Branch”
will re-open in September.
The students at Pedro Me-
nendez High School will have
their grand opening on Octo-
ber 2. Academy students
work in the schools’ credit

" union during the school day

and receive high school
credit. Academy students
also have the opportunity to
work on Saturdays and after
school at their local VyStar
branches. Next time you visit
one of the local branches of
VyStar say “thank you” for
investing in our students.

FCCJ Opens Air Traffic Control at SAHS

The Florida Community Col-
lege of Jacksonville recently
received a grant to establish
Air Traffic Control Manage-
ment labs in area high
schools. The St. Johns
County Aerospace Academy
at St. Augustine High School
is a direct benefactor of this

state-of-the art air traffic lab.
Eleventh grade students in the
academy will receive 6 col-
lege credits in Air Traffic
Control Management and
Aviation Weather. FCCJ
Instructor Michael Deck will
join the academy and work
along side Embry-Riddle In-

structor Gail Cullum. This is
a one-of-a-kind partnership
between a private university,
public community college and
a public secondary school.
Students in the academy may
obtain up to 34 college credits
from Embry-Riddle and
FCCI.
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Dr. Kathryn Kehoe, a member
of the new Ponte Vedra High
School faculty, is one of 18
teachers selected nationwide
to attend the Amgen Leader-
ship Symposium in Human
and Genomic Biology. The
three week long symposium
was held at the Dolan DNA
Learning Center (DNALC)
within the Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory (CSHL) in New
York. CSHL is a world leader
in genetic research and is
home to the
ence center devoted entirely
to public genetics education.
Having served as home to a

The Academy of Bio-
technology partners
with Mayo Clinic

Mission Statement
Connect students to business-

driven programs that offer

Congratulations to VyStar
Academy of Business and
Finance student, Diana
Richmond. Diana was se-
lected to receive the Florida
Association of Career and
Technical Education's Stu-
dent of the Year.

the highest level of education
available. Enhance district-
wide partnerships between
business and education in
order to attract and retain
targeted, high-value

industries and provide With this honor, Diana won

a $1000 scholarship to use
at the university of her
choice. Diana graduated
from Bartram Trail High

students with numerous
opportunities to reach their

potential.

The office for Career
Education is offering
five $1000 mini
grants to career
academies in St.
Johns County.

Vision Statement

St. Johns County
School District

To provide every
St. Johns County
student, the most
relevant, high -

level career edu-

cation available. .
Academies who are

interested in applying
must complete the
grant application
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Academy of Biotechnology

total of seven Nobel Prize-
winning scientists, CSHL
Cold Spring Harbor Labora-
tory (CSHL) is a private, non
-profit research and educa-
tion institution dedicated to
exploring the role of molecu-
lar biology and genetics in
human disease. The Lead-
ership Symposium provides
advanced training for a se-
lect group of high school
faculty who will extend their Dr. Kehoe, formerly an assistant
leadership in biotechnology professor at Jacksonville Univer-
and gensetics éducation. s ¢ i :-/ilty a"gl,R,eseharCT) Fe”OV‘; at tﬂe
o : ayo Clinic, has been a teacher
Schools since 2004.
ing their own DNA as well

as the use of model organisms.
Activities make extensive use of
the DNALC Bioinformatics Com-
puter Laboratory to analyze and
annotate genes present in hu-
man and other genomes. Semi-
nars covering the topics of hu-
man oncogenes, genomic se-
quencing, microarrays, RNA
interference and the molecular
basis of learning and memory
will be provided.

$1000 FACTE Scholarship Awarded

School and will be attending
Florida State University
where she will major in
Business. The scholarship
was donated by the D.C.
Jaeger Corporation pictured
on the right.

Diana was also the recipient
of the first VyStar Credit
Union $1000 scholarship.

$1000 Academy Grants

located on the academy
website. Submissions are
due by 5:00 p.m. on Sep-
tember 19.

involves academy students,
business partners and / or
post secondary partners.
The St. Johns County Busi-
ness Partners in Education
will review the proposals
and make the final selec-
tions.

Projects must integrate at
least two academic subjects
with a career course in a
thematic project that

Jay Steele, Director ~ Paula Chaon, Program Specialist



