
Stephen Wise offered congratu-

latory comments to the students 

and staff of the academy.    

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Wise gets flying 

lessons from aerospace  

Students  

 

Recently, the Office for Career 

Education held a VIP tour of the 

St. Johns County Aerospace  

Academy at St. Augustine High 

School and the VyStar Academy of 

Business and Finance at Pedro 

Menendez High School.  Over 80 

guests began their day in the 

Aerospace Academy where    

Principal, Tyrone Ramsey, and 

Superintendent, Dr. Joseph    

Joyner,  welcomed the group.  

Scott Burton from Northrop 

Grumman informed the guests 

about their commitment to the 

academy along with Embry-

Riddleõs Mike Coman and FCCJõs 

Dr. Maggie Cabral-Maly.  Guests 

were able to interact with the 

students on the flight simulators, 

the air traffic control simulators 

and talk with the students who 

are building an airplane.   

After the Aerospace Academy 

tour,  guests attended the grand 

opening of the òFalcon Branchó 

at Pedro Menendez.  Principal, 

Dr. Clay Carmichael, and VyStar 

President, Terry West, were on 

hand to welcome the guests and 

officiate the ceremony.  Senator 

Over 80 dignitaries were on 

hand October 2 as the VyStar 

Academy of Business and Finance 

at Pedro Menendez High School 

held the grand opening of the 

Falcon Branch.  VyStar President, 

Terry West, led the ceremony 

and praised the 12 students and 

2 teachers who spent 10 weeks 

interning at the VyStar Corpo-
rate Headquarters and at the St. 

Augustine and Palatka VyStar 

branches.  After remarks from 

Superintendent Joyner, VyStar 

Board Chairman, George Berry,  

and Senator Stephen Wise, the 

students 

cut the 

ribbon and 

officially 

opened 

the Falcon 

Branch.  

The 

branch 

actually 
opened 

the first 

week of school with a goal to 

open 175 new accounts this 

year.  After only one month, the 

students have exceeded their 

goal opening over 180 accounts.  

The PMHS faculty and student 

body have overwhelmingly sup-

ported the branch and the stu-

dents.  The students have now 

raised their goal to 300 ac-

counts!  Great job students and 

good luck with your new goal.  

The twelve students receive high 

school credit for working in the 
branch during the school's lunch 

periods.  Students may also work 

after school and weekends at the 

St. Augustine VyStar branch.  

Teachers are Michelle Kisch and 

Mike Connors. 

Senator Stephen Wise 

greets Menendez academy 

students  

VIP Tour of Academies 
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Falcon Branch Holds Grand Opening  

 

Career Academy Spotlight 
 

St. Johns County School District 

40 Orange Street 

St. Augustine, Florida 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/academies 
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U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

October 9,  Career 

Specialist Meeting  

October 15,  Nease 

Academy Open House  

October 21,  Program of 

Study Meeting  

October 22,  AutoDesk 

Training at SJRCC  

October 29,  Career 

Academy Manual Training 

at Creekside  

Nov 8 -10,  NCAC 

Conference in Jacksonville  

January 27,  High School 

Showcase @ WGV  

 

 

Jay Steele, Director 

904-547-8161 

 

Paula Chaon, Program 

Specialist 

904-547-8163 

 

Fax: 904-547-8165 

 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

academies 



P A G E  2  

Mission Statement 

Connect students to business-

driven programs that offer the 

highest level of education 

available.  Enhance district-

wide partnerships between 

business and education in 

order to attract and retain 

targeted, high-value industries 

and provide students with 

numerous opportunities to 

reach their potential.  

 Artistõs rendering of the 

Veteranõs Memorial Wall 

at Pedro Menendez High 

School 

Academy Partners Speak from Coast to Coast 

Studentõs Design Wins National Cover 

Veteranõs Memorial Wall 
On Friday, November 7 at 

noon, the academy of 

Architectural and Building 

Sciences at Pedro Menendez 

High School will hold the 

dedication ceremony for the 

Veteranõs Memorial Wall.   

 This project was 

conceptualized by drafting 

instructor, Scott McAdams, and 
career specialist, Dr. Wayne 

Hartley over a year ago.  In the 

Spring, the academiesõ drafting 

students created the design and 

the masonry students 

constructed the patio and wall.  

Academy students worked 

collaboratively to raise money 

for the academy and 

recognized American service 

men and women.  The public 

was invited to purchase a brick 

paver to have engraved in 

memory of a veteran.  Almost 

80 pavers have been sold to 

date with a net profit of $4000 

for the academy.  Supportive 

business partners saw the 

value of the project and got 

involved. Cemex donated the 

concrete for the patio; 6000 
pavers have been donated; 

Capri Electronics donated the 

lights, wiring and installation; 

Painter Masonry donated the 

capstones and the concrete 

signage; and the Northeast 

Florida Masonry Association 

has worked with the partners 

to secure the donations.  

These donations total over 

$20,000. 

 

The public is invited to attend the 

ceremony which is being organized 

by School Board Member, Bill 

Mignon. 

 

 
If you are interested in purchasing a 

paver, please contact Dr. Wayne 
Hartley at Pedro Menendez,  

547-8673. 

Connor Thompson, was se-

lected as the winning design.  

Connor is currently a senior and 

is in his third year of Digital 

Design.  ñHis creative designs 

continue to appeal to all types 

of audiencesò, says his teacher, 

Christine Danner.  After gradua-

tion, Connor plans to attend 

Florida State University or the 

University of South Florida to 

pursue a career in business. 

 Recently, the National 

Career Academy Coalition 

held a student design con-

test.  Students were asked 

to submit a program cover 

design for the national 

conference being held in 

Jacksonville, November 8-

10.  The theme of the con-

ference is ñPassport to 

Career Academiesò.  Over 150 

designs were submitted and 

Pedro Menendez student,  

FORD Next Generation 

Learning Community 

Conference in Palm Springs, 

California where she 

presented on the Flagler 

Hospital Academy of Medical 

and Health Careers.   

On October 10, Randy Swift 

and Angie Chriest from 

VyStar will join Dr. Moore to 

speak at the Association of 

Career and Technical 

Educationôs southeast 

conference in Daytona 

Beach.  These partners will 

join other business partners in 

a panel discussion on why 

businesses partner with 

schools.  

Thank you to our wonderful 

partners for representing the  

St. Johns County career 

academies from coast to 

coast! 

The St. Johns County 

academy partners are 

becoming sought after 

speakers from Daytona 

Beach, to St. Louis and to 

Palm Springs.  In 2007, Angie 

Chriest from VyStar spoke at 

the National Career Academy 

Coalition conference in St. 

Louis representing the VyStar 

Academy of Business and  

Finance at Bartram Trail.  Dr. 

Patricia Moore traveled to the 

Vision Statement  

To provide every 

St. Johns County 

student, the most 

relevant, high -

level career edu-

cation available.   

C A R E E R  A C A D E M Y  S P O T L I G H T  Jay Steele, Director      Paula Chaon, Program Specialist 


