
learning centers, and familiarizing themselves with 

the rules of chaperoning elementary field trips, 

students assisted the elementary teachers in a 

multitude of areas. They had the chance to have a 

little fun by producing a thematic bulletin board 

aligning with lessons. These timeless experiences 

will follow Tara and Meghan to their studies in 

college next year, and in future teaching positions for 

years to come. 

The entire Academy of Future teachers will 

participate in the Environmental Project at 

Crookshank Elementary once again this year. The 

freshman will have their first taste at working with 

students in a classroom, planning lessons, and 

serving as teen mentors. Of course, the Academy 

students will not miss a chance to assist in the 

creation of booths and activities again at the Earth 

Day celebration this spring. All of the students, 

especially the new freshman, are excited about the 

upcoming events and participation with various 

community organizations throughout the 2008-2009, 

school year. 

 

 

With hands on instructional experience, creative lesson 

planning, innovative technology, and cooperative 

community service, the St. Johns County Academy of 

Future Teachers is celebrating a successful first year as 

an academy. While working one-on-one with students 

at Crookshank Elementary, St. Augustine High Schoolõs 

òfuture teachersó served as mentors for the fourth 

grade class. In addition, they facilitated differentiated 

instruction in reading circles for high risk students at 

St. Johns Technical High School.  

In the spring semester of 2007-2008 school year, the 

Teaching Academy students facilitated an 

Environmental Project with the fourth graders at 

Crookshank Elementary. Along with researching and 

planning lessons involving learning activities, they 

were also engaged in simultaneous implementation of 

reading strategies to optimize student growth. In fact, 

they even guided students on several fieldtrips planned 

in alignment with the environmental òcurriculumó 

implemented in their lessons.  Later in the year, the 

Academy students assisted in the Earth Day celebration 

at Crookshank.  They not only planned and set up 

activities for the various booths, but were also 

available to assist in the technology booth set up by 

the district. Many of the students from Crookshank 

enjoyed chatting virtually with Academy students 

through a series of computer generated video casts.  

Through it all, the students in the Academy still 

managed to help other students on their high 

school level. They aided several teachers from St. 

Johns Technical High School to foster a 

differentiated instruction reading plan for high 

risk students. Not only did they serve as positive 

peer influences, but they also shared their own 

best practices in reading. Additionally, they also 

conducted tutoring sessions at St. Augustine High 

two days a week. 

This year, two seniors from the St Johns County 

Academy of Future Teachers have had the 

opportunity to get real life interning experience 

at Crookshank Elementary. Since the beginning of 

the school year, Tara Blowert and Meghan 

Crawford have been volunteering in Ms. Noftell 

and Ms. Keenyõs Kindergarten classes. Acquiring 

strategies for individual instruction, generating 

The National Career Academy Coalition 

recently held their national conference 

in Jacksonville.  Approximately 600 

educators and business partners from 

around the United States attend the  3-

day event held at the Hyatt Riverfront 

Hotel.  St. Johns County was well 

represented with 6 presentations and 5 

school tours showcasing our wonderful 

career academies.  Dr. Kathryn Kehoe 

from the Academy of Biotechnology & 

Medical Research led a round table 

discussion on biotechnology academies.  

Jay Steele and Paula Chaon facilitated 

two workshops on advisory boards and 

marketing.  Superintendent, Dr. Joseph 

Joyner, led a discussion on the St. Johns 

County vision for career academies and 

how to gain your superintendentõs 

support.  Dr. Wayne Hartley, Jan 

Noseworthy and Dr. Pat Moore 

presented on the Flagler Hospital 

Academy of Medical & Health Careers 

with Read Blumberg from the METI 

corporation. 

Students 

from the St. 

Johns 

County 

Aerospace 

Academy 

and the 

Flagler Hospital Academy of Medical & 

Health Careers were on site to showcase 

their academies and their talents.  

Students from the St. Johns County 

Academy of Future Teachers acted as 

conference guides.  Two students from 

the Nease Communications Academyõs 

TV Production attended to document 

the conference on DVD.  And finally, 

200 educators boarded school buses and 

toured five of our high schools to see 

first hand the terrific work going on 

with career academies. 

Pedro Menendez student, Connor 

Thomson, 

designed the 

program cover 

and was 

recognized along 

with his parents 

at the conference 

luncheon.  

Connor will be 

recognized at the 

December 9 

school board meeting for his 

outstanding design.  Connorõs design 

was selected from over 200 entries. 

Future Teachers Get A Head Start! 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

 Future Teachers  1 

 NCAC  1 

 Veteranõs Wall 2 

  FCTC  2 

Communications  2 

World Quest 3 

Registration 3 

Halloween 3 Career Academy Conference Showcases St. Johns 

 

Career Academy Spotlight 
 

St. Johns County School District 

40 Orange Street 

St. Augustine, Florida 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/academies 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 0 8  V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  3  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

December 1, students 

may begin registering 

for academies  

January 27,  High 

School Showcase @ 

WGV  

February 17, Deadline 

for academy 

registration  

 

 

Jay Steele, Director 

904-547-8161 

 

Paula Chaon, Program 

Specialist 

904-547-8163 

 

Fax: 904-547-8165 

 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

academies 



P A G E  2  

Mission Statement 

Connect students to business-

driven programs that offer the 

highest level of education 

available.  Enhance district-

wide partnerships between 

business and education in 

order to attract and retain 

targeted, high-value industries 

and provide students with 

numerous opportunities to 

reach their potential.  

School Board Member, 

Bill Mignon, speaks at 

the Veterans Memorial 

Wall dedication.  

Custom Console for Cop Cars 

Communications Academy @ Nease 

Veterans Memorial Wall 
The Academy of Architectural 

and Building Sciences at 

Pedro Menendez High School 

recently  held the dedication 

ceremony for the Veterans 

Memorial Wall constructed 

near the schoolõs Veterans 

Memorial Stadium.  Over 100 

people were in attendance to 

honor our veterans.  Dr. Clay 

Carmichael, Principal, led 

the ceremony which 

included the presentation of 

colors from the US Marine 

Corps Color Guard, the 

playing of the Star 

Spangled Banner by the 

Menendez band and the 

singing of America the 

Beautiful by the Menendez 

chorus.  School Board 

Member, Bill Mignon, spoke 

of his vision when the project 

first originated and 

complimented the academy 

students on their great work 

in bringing the project to life.  

Dr. Joyner and Al Hernan, 

State Masonry Foundation, 

were on hand to thank the 

sponsors for donating over 

$30,000 in supplies and resource to 

the project. 

Funds from the sale of engraved 

pavers will support the academies 

at Pedro Menendez High School.  

If you wish to purchase a paver, 

please contact Dr. Wayne Harley 

at 904-547-8673. 

 

 

Sponsors:  Florida Rock / 

Vulcan; Cemex, Pine Hall; 

BIA Southeast; Jenkins 

Bricks; St. Augustine Cast 

Stone; Palatka Memorial 

Service; Foggelmans Building 

Supplies; Northeast Florida 

Builders Association; Capri 

Industries; Daytona Bolts and 

Nuts; Lon Manucy Concrete; 

Painter Masonry  

happens, or watch archived 

Nease football games.  Nease 

television production 

students, known throughout 

the community for their 

professional production skills, 

were approached to assist the 

company in filming and 

broadcasting the games.  

Now, students use their 

technical skills to work with 

the MySchoolStreams .com 

company, filming the games 

The Communications Academy 

at Nease High School has 

recently entered into a 

partnership with 

MySchoolStreams.com, a 

company based out of Ponte 

Vedra Beach that streams 

Nease Football games live on 

the world wide web.  

Subscribers to the site can log 

on for game nights and watch 

full -length Nease football 

games LIVE, as the action 

from several angles, running 

technical equipment, and 

helping to broadcast the 

games live on the web. 

with the idea and the two 

began brainstorming.  Several 

mock-ups and working 

samples were created to 

accommodate his vehicle.  

The project was completed 

and the custom piece fits like 

a glove.  Features include a 

padded top support for 

comfort and computer 

operation ease, a series of 

filing pockets for clipboards 

and paperwork, a secret 

compartment, and drink 

holders.  

First Coast Technical 

Collegeõs Cabinetry program 

students, under the 

instruction of Bill Clark, 

designed a console as a 

customized addition to the St. 

Johns County Sheriffõs Office 

patrol vehicles. 

 

Deputy Henry Crafton, 

SJCSO and Youth Resource 

Deputy at RJ Murray Middle 

School, approached Clark 

 

C A R E E R  A C A D E M Y  S P O T L I G H T  Jay Steele, Director      Paula Chaon, Program Specialist 


