
 

6) The difference in lifetime salary 

for a dropout and a high school 

graduate is about $300,000. 

 

7) Students who arenõt graduating 

mean rising costs for social 

programs and prisons, as well as 

lost tax revenue! About 75% of 

state prison inmates are drop-outs! 

 

8) The final compelling finding - 

participants in Career Academies 

were more likely to be living 

independently with a spouse or 

partner.   

 

Ms. Raulerson is committed to stay 

the course with Career Academies 

and praised St. Johns for leading a 

cost-effective Academy program 

that is showing great promise to the 

students involved.  She also 

applauded the tremendous 

commitment of business and their 

involvement in education.   

State Board of Education member, 

Phoebe Raulerson, recently visited 

the St. Johns County Career 

Academies at Pedro Menendez High 

School.  In addition to touring 

Pedro's newest VyStar's Academy of 

Business and Finance, Ms. Raulerson 

met with District officials including 

Board member Bill Mignon.  Dr. 

Joyner shared his vision for Career 

Academies and the recent MDRC 

research that touts the incredible 

impacts of Career Academies, not 

only on students, but on the 

economy as well.  

According to Dr. Joyner, Career 

Academies can lead high school 

reform and economic recovery.  

Statistics from the Wall Street 

Journal and MDRC study conclude 

he's right:  

 

1)Academy students attended school 

more regularly, earned more course 

credits, (and) were more likely to 

participate in extracurricular 

activities and volunteer projects 

2) Career Academy graduates 

enrolled in postsecondary 

education 15% more often than 

non-CA students 

 

3) Annual earnings for CA 

graduates were 11% higher per 

year  

 

4) CA drop out rates 10-19% less 

than non-CA group 

 

5) Cutting the number of 

dropouts in half would generate 

$45 billion annually in new tax 

revenue 

Students in the Flagler Hospital 

Academy of Medical and Health 

Careers at Pedro Menendez High 

School celebrated more than 

homecoming the end of last month. 

In addition to cheering their 

football team to victory, students 

gave a cheer for the fight to find a 

cure for cancer. On that Friday 

afternoon in Menendez Highõs 

gymnasium, the students had quite 

the òsensational experienceó said 

Coach Betty Stansel, a Menendez 

teen leadership teacher and a 

current breast cancer patient. As 

Menendez students gathered in the 

bleachers, a line of fall spots 

athletes, senior men and golden 

girls trailed onto the gym floor to 

make the emblem that symbolized 

breast cancer. 

Menendez raised more than $1,110 

for the cause, an action that, says 

Stansel, overwhelmed her.  

òIt showed a class act by our 

faculty staff and especially our 

students. I personally was 

overwhelmed, fulll of pride, and 

joy for Menendez to have 

accomplished that,ó she said. 

Beth Morucci, Flagler Hospital 

Academy of Medical and Health 

Careers teacher who organized this 

fundraising event, said that òthis 

yearõs homecoming pep rally was a 

great testimony of courage and 

perseverance. òOnly the team in the 

spotlight wasnõt just the football 

team, it was the schoolõs team of 

three breast cancer survivors-

Stansel, Mickey Mickler and Josie 

Bokowski. òOur hearts go out to 

the grandmothers, mothers, sisters 

and/or daughters, whom which this 

disease does not discriminate. Kids 

donõt understand the situation of 

breast cancer until they see a face 

behind it.ó 

 

State Board Member Visits Academies 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

State Board  1 

Buddy Bucks 1 

VyStar  2 

Aerospace 2 

Wet Students 3 

WorldQuest 3 

Childcare 3 

  
Academy Supports Buddy Bucks 

 

Career Academy Spotlight 
 

St. Johns County School District 

40 Orange Street 

St. Augustine, Florida 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/academies 

D E C E M B E R   2 0 0 8  V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  4  

U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

December 1, students 

may begin registering 

for academies  

January 27,  High 

School Showcase @ 

WGV  

February 17, Deadline 

for academy 

registration  

 

 

Jay Steele, Director for 

Career Education 

904-547-8161 

 

Paula Chaon, Program 

Specialist 

904-547-8163 

 

Fax: 904-547-8165 

 

www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/

academies 
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Mission Statement 

Connect students to business-

driven programs that offer the 

highest level of education 

available.  Enhance district-

wide partnerships between 

business and education in 

order to attract and retain 

targeted, high-value industries 

and provide students with 

numerous opportunities to 

reach their potential.  

Pictured:  The Pedro 

Menendez Falcon 

Check Card  

 Aerospace Egg Drop 

Foundation Funds 20 VyStar Accounts 
The VyStar Academy of Business 

and Finance at Pedro Menendez 

High School recently opened 20 

new accounts for the students in 

the òIndividuals with Intellectual 

Disabilitiesó class; which is a 

program for the challenged and 

disabled student.  The teachers in 

this class coordinated the opening 

of these accounts for their 

students with the VyStar Credit 

Union.  The money was donated 

from the Louis Argitis Jr. 

Foundation (LAF) for this 

opportunity to be given to these 

students.  The Louis Argitis Jr. 

Foundation is a St. Augustine, 

FL based non-profit organization 

that ensures challenged and 

disabled children have the 

opportunity to participate in 

activities and experiences that 

will enhance and enrich their 

lives, regardless of their financial 

abilities. The Foundation is 

dedicated to raising and 

distributing funds that would 

otherwise not be available to 

support these children. 

Each studentõs account was 

opened with $10.00 from the Louis 

Argitis Jr. Foundation donation.  

Students make withdrawals and 

deposits, and balance their bank 

book as part of their Life Skills 

curriculum in the classroom.  

These students take field trips to 

stores to learn how to buy and 

handle their money as part of their 

curriculum.  On these days, the 

students are brought to the Pedro 

Menendez VyStar Credit Union to 

make their withdrawals before 

leaving on the bus.  This experience 

not only benefits the òIndividuals 

with Intellectual Disabilitiesó class, 

but it also gives the student 

managers at the credit union the 

opportunity to interact with these 

students and make them feel part of 

the entire credit union and school 

experience.  The student managers 

have to help the students fill out the 

withdrawal forms, look up the 

account numbers, and help them 

sign the form.  This is a great 

learning experience for all students 

involved in the process and teaches 

everyone how to treat individuals 

with compassion and respect.   

 

should have completely isolated 

the egg from the impact.  

In addition, many students 

decided to think outside the 

box and revamp every facet in 

the design. A few chose to stick 

with a simple and ingenious 

idea. When the students had 

finished their design and passed 

an "inspection", it was finally 

time to test the devices to 

determine if they would survive 

the upcoming drop. One by 

one, the containers were 

launched from the top of the 

football stadium to the concrete 

below. There were some 

impressive ideas which 

attempted parachutes and the 

zero-impact 

system. Many 

designs did not 

pass the test 

but students 

learned from 

their successes 

and failures. 

Twenty boxes, 

with eggs loaded, went airborne, 

and only 3 survivors came out. 

The egg of Alex Drosteõs team not 

only survived the drop, but won 

the bare bones award for having 

the simplest design. Daniel Stone 

and his groupõs idea was to utilize 

the leftover "cardboard" that 

wasn't needed for the box, and 

implement the materials to 

increase drag and decrease impact. 

Their design won the most 

ingenious award for being the 

most creative.  Other awards 

included the most Jacket pride 

which was Alex Aycock's group 

and Mrs. Cullum's choice award 

was Matt Mele's group for having 

the most aesthetically pleasing 

box. Overall, the aerospace 

academy students received 

good ratings and learned 

valuable engineering 

concepts.      
 (pictured below:  A failed attempt) 

Students in the St. Johns 

County Aerospace Academy 

were recently challenged to 

design a box that contained an 

egg passenger that could survive 

a 25 foot drop.  Aerospace 

students, taught by David 

Simpkins, had to build a 

shockproof box using only 

common household items. The 

box had to be cardboard and a 

maximum of 1000 cubic inches. 

The materials used were 

toothpicks, aluminum foil, a 0.5 

liter water bottle and rubber 

bands. Items had to be 

assembled to withstand a 25 

foot freefall drop and endure a 

direct impact to solid concrete. 

This obviously presented a true 

engineering challenge, and to 

some it involved a series of flaps 

and parachutes to increase drag 

and slow down the velocity. 

Others chose a sophisticated 

zero gravity system or zero 

impact, where the rubber bands 

suspended the egg in the middle 

of the box. Theoretically this 
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Vision Statement  

To provide every St. Johns 

County student, the most 

relevant, high -level career 

education available.   

Academy of  

Environmental & Urban 

Planning at Creekside High 

School  

Academy Team Places at WorldQuest 

Nease Childcare Students Win! 

Creekside Students Get Wet! 
Students from the Academy of 

Environmental and Urban 

Planning at Creekside High 

School recently spent time in the 

field learning environmental 

research techniques from area 

experts at the Guana Tolomato 

Matanzas National Estuarine 

Research Reserve, also known as 

the NERR.  The NERR 

encompasses approximately 

55,000 acres of salt marsh and 

mangrove tidal wetlands, 

oyster bars, estuarine lagoons, 

upland habitat and offshore 

seas in Northeast Florida.  

Academy students divided 

into three groups: Plankton, 

Water Quality and Seining.  

Group 1 dragged a fine mesh 

net called a plankton net in 

the water to collect 

microorganisms.  Once the 

specimens were collected, the 

students examined the 

samples under a microscope 

looking for diatoms and 

dinoflagellats. 

Group 2 measured the water 

quality examining 

temperature ranges, PH 

balances, salinity and 

turbidity of the estuary and 

the GPS coordinates.   

Group 3 collected and 

examined macro fauna by 

dragging seining nets along 

the river.  Students dragged 

the nets in teams and then 

separated the catch to 

identify vertebrates and 

invertebrates. Students were 

looking for biodiversity in the 

estuary, often called the 

ònursery of the seaó.  

attended and their club 

won three first place, two 

second place and one third 

place team 

leadership 

events.  Nease 

High School's 

talent entry 

won first place 

and will 

represent 

District 3 at 

Family, Career and 

Community Leaders of 

America (FCCLA) held 

their District 3 meeting, 

November 18, 2008 at 

Nease High School.  Ten 

schools from 6 counties 

competed for recognition in 

five categories representing 

the theme of the year "Star 

on Stage with FCCLA".  

Twenty one Nease students 

their state convention 

March 25 in Orlando. 

Shelby Bowman also did well.   

Before entering the room for the 

competition, the academy 

students huddled together in a 

circle, put their hands in and did 

a quick motivational cheer of 

"sharks".   Having met for the 

first time only two days before 

the competition, the team agreed 

their  motto would be "We're here 

for the t-shirt."    These very bright 

students quickly proved that they 

intended to accomplish much 

more.  Marissa Leonard, academy 

teacher, says òI was very proud of 

the poise,  teamwork and 

enthusiasm they displayed at the 

08-09 Academic WorldQuest.  

Needless to say these students 

represented PVHS and the 

academy well.  I look forward to 

working with them throughout the 

next year as they pursue their goal 

of making it to the National 

Competition.ó  

The Academy of International 

Business & Marketing at Ponte 

Vedra High School was 

represented at Academic 

WorldQuest by two teams.    The  

Sophomore Team consisting of 

Avi Patel, Tyler Mackanos, Ali 

Fehling, Allison Santillo and Ben 

Edwards placed fourth out of 26 

teams in the competition and 

qualified for the the playoff 

round.   Stanton Prep High 

School was the overall winner of 

the playoff round. 

The Freshman team consisting of 

Katie Dalton, Max Burns, Taylor 

Pyle, Alexandra Grune and 

C A R E E R  A C A D E M Y  S P O T L I G H T  Jay Steele, Director      Paula Chaon, Program Specialist 


